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lady did you the honour of writing your name on her breast you had to pay for it. Thus it cost Pepys a good deal of money to buy presents for his valentines, but the references to the custom (which may be found from the index) are too numerous to be alluded to here.
Pepys had fritters on Shrove Tuesday, and when he looked out of window on February 26th, 1660-61, he saw the cruel sport of throwing at cocks.
On March ist, 1666-67, being St. David's Day, we read of a picture of a man dressed like a Welshman, hanging by the neck upon one of the poles on the top of a merchant's house. Until quite lately bakers made gingerbread Welshmen to represent a man skewered, which were sold on St. David's Day as Taffies.
There is an interesting allusion to the custom of Maundy on April 4th, 1667 : "My wife and Mercer, who had been to-day to White Hall to the Maundy, it being Maundy Thursday, but the King did not wash the poor people's feet himself, but the Bishop of London did it for him." Charles II. was not the man to perform this disagreeable duty if he could help it, although he touched more people for the king's evil than any other sovereign. James II., in after years, washed the feet of the poor people, but he was the last to perform this ceremony.
St. George's Day (April 23rd), which should be our national festival, does not appear to have been generally observed since the Reformation. We read of bonfires in the street in 1666, but then it was also the king's coronation day.
May Day, with its milkmaids and maypoles, was well observed, and there are many references to it in the Diary. On May rst, 1667, Pepys, walking from Westminster, met many milkmaids with their garlands upon their pails, dancing, with a fiddler before them. Probably they were wending their way to the Maypole in the Strand. It was on this memorable day that the diarist saw Nell Gwyn standing at the door of a house in Drury Lane which has only been pulled down within the last few years.
Mrs. Pepys was fond of getting up very early in the morning (sometimes as early as four o'clock) in order to gather May-dew in the fields. The virtues of May-dew as ana youagrs, 1829, p. 24. a discovery of the fraud. Itnd published that abominable falsehood, viz., that I, Alex. Burnet, of St Gabriel, Fenchurch, London, Dr. in Physic, did killme we see from an interesting passage in the Diary, under the date August 23rd, 1662 :en before granted to the
